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is book is very well written by an experienced Spine Neurosurgeon who has covered this topic 
comprehensively and thoroughly from all the necessary aspects needed how to evaluate a patient 
with this disorder before making a final treatment plan.

is is a great resource for spine neurosurgeons, orthopedists, neurologists, general practitioners, 
chiropractors, and medical students.

e book is divided into five parts, and each part is divided into different sections.

In part I, the author starts with the definition of sciatica and then goes through the historical aspects 
of this disorder from the biblical period through the Avicenna period, then mentioning the pioneers 
of the field, including Rudolf Ludwig Virchow, Ernest Charles Laseque, Fedor Krause, and the others.

en, he mentions the legendary article by Mixter and Barr in the New England Journal of 
Medicine 1934, which was eye-opening evidence for Spine Surgeons describing the Etiology and 
pathological mechanism of Lumbar Discogenic Sciatica.

Chapter 3 is in regard to the Anatomy and Physiology of the Sciatic Nerve, which describes and 
illustrates very well and clearly the normal and abnormal presentation of the nerve, including 
the possibilities of conjoined roots, which are important for training newcomers to the field. In 
addition, it clearly illustrates the location of the piriformis muscle pressing on the Sciatic Nerve, 
causing radiculopathy, which is not well appreciated by some specialists in this field. e quality 
of the illustrations is outstanding and very clear.

Following that, the differential diagnosis of sciatica is well explained followed by neuroimaging 
findings. en, he explains the surgical treatment of discogenic sciatica followed by its complications.

In part II, lumbosacral discogenic sciatica is vastly explained, including different locations of the 
disk elements in regard to the vertebral column and spinal cord.

www.surgicalneurologyint.com

Surgical Neurology International
Editor-in-Chief: Nancy E. Epstein, MD, Professor of Clinical Neurosurgery, School of Medicine, 
State U. of NY at Stony Brook.

SNI: Neuroanatomy and Neurophysiology Editor 
 Seyed Ali Khonsary, MD 
 University of California at Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA, USA Open Access 

Title  :  Atlas of Sciatica 
Etiologies, Diagnosis, and Management

Edition  : 1st edition
Edited by : By: Ali Khaddar, M.D.
Published by : Springer
Price  : $450
ISBN  : ISBN: 978-3-031-44983-3
Pages  : 1045
Year  : 2024



Khonsary: Atlas of sciatica

Surgical Neurology International • 2024 • 15(112) | 2

In part III, the spinal non-discogenic aspect of this disorder 
is explained, including lumbar spinal stenosis, lumbar 
spondylolysis, tumors, and other pathologies, including 
spinal Paget’s disease, spinal rheumatologic arthritis, gout, 
abscesses, and tethered cord.

In part  IV, extraspinal intrapelvic sciatica is explained, 
including the abdominopelvic, retroperitoneal tumors, and 
other pathologies in addition to pregnancy as the cause.

Finally, in part  V, the causes of extraspinal extra-pelvic 
sciatica, including neuropathies, deep gluteal syndrome, 
phantom sciatic pain, and other pathologies, are explained.

is book is highly recommended for anyone dealing with 
back pain sciatica to go over it to have a better understanding 
of this disorder.

Blessed are the wise who savior the pleasure of the mind (Ibn 
Sina) [Avicenna] 985–1057.
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